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English at Alameda Middle School focuses upon three core areas:

• Reading

• Writing

• Grammar

We are on a journey to prepare your child for the end of KS2, and to 
lay the foundations for the challenges of KS3 and beyond. 

English overview



English overview

• 6 lessons of English each week

• One dedicated library lesson

• Homework is set weekly – we use SATs Bootcamp (reading and SPaG)

• Reading and writing skills are tracked and assessed throughout the year

• Speaking and listening skills are developed in English lessons

• E.g. through talk for writing and drama



SATs week organisation

English: grammar, punctuation and spelling.

English: reading.

Maths paper 1 (arithmetic) and paper 2 
(reasoning).

Maths paper 3 (reasoning).

Timings

Monday 11th May English: grammar, punctuation and spelling

Tuesday 12th May English: reading

Wednesday 13th May Maths Paper 1 (arithmetic) 
Maths Paper 2 (reasoning)

Thursday 14th May Maths Paper 3 (reasoning)



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Monday 11th May

Grammar, punctuation and spelling consists of two papers:

● Paper 1 focuses on all three elements (grammar, punctuation and 
spelling or GPS). The paper lasts for 45 minutes. 

● Paper 2 consists of a spelling test only. It should take approximately 15
minutes, although this is not a set amount of time.
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SPaG: Monday 11th May 2026



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Paper 1 (GPS)

The children will have been working hard with their class teacher on developing and 
securing their knowledge of the technical vocabulary needed in this test.

This test focuses on:

• Grammatical terms/ word classes;
• Functions of sentences;
• Combining words, phrases and clauses;
• Verb forms, tenses and consistency;
• Punctuation;
• Vocabulary;
• Standard English and formality.

This test requires a range of answer types but does not require longer formal answers. 

SPaG overview



SPaG Paper 1 

Example questions: 
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SPaG Paper 1 

Example questions: 

E.g. Although, while



SPaG Paper 1 

Example questions: 

e.g. Over two thousand years ago, Britain was invaded by the Romans.



SPaG Paper 2 - Spelling

Paper 2 is a shorter paper that focuses solely on spellings. 

Example questions:  



Reading: Tuesday 12th May 2026 

There is one reading test that lasts for 60 minutes. 

There are three different set texts for children to read. These could be any 
combination of non-fiction, fiction and/ or poetry. 

The test covers the following areas (known as Content Domains): 
• Give/ explain the meaning of words in context;
• Retrieve and record information/ identify key details from fiction and non-

fiction;
• Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph;
• Make inferences from the text/ explain and justify inferences with evidence 

from the text;
• Predict what might happen from details stated and implied;
• Identify/ explain how information/ narrative content is related and contributes 

to meaning as a whole; 
• Identify/ explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of words and 

phrases;
• Make comparisons within the text. 



Reading

The reading SATs paper requires a range of answer styles.

Example questions:



Reading



Reading

Example questions:
Based on text 2: Bats Under the Bridge



Reading 

Example questions: 3 mark question



Reading

Since the current testing formation for the SATs began in 2016, there has been a tendency for 
three types of questions to be the most popular. 

In the latest Reading SATs paper,

• 18% of marks could be gained from answering questions involving giving and explaining the 
meaning of words in context;

• 32% of marks could be gained from answering questions involving retrieving and recording 
information or identifying key details from a text;

• 46% of marks could be gained from answering questions involving making inferences from 
a text and justifying inferences with text evidence. 

When reading with your child at home try focusing on these types of questions. 



Writing

During each unit of study in Year 6, your child will complete at least one writing assessment.

• This is assessed using the KS2 statutory framework

• From each piece of writing, your child will know what they have had success with

• Your child will also be given a target – they are given the opportunity to work on this area, 
before improving on this in their writing

In addition, your child will undertake writing across the curriculum. 

e.g. science experiment reports and recounts demonstrating their learning in history.



Supporting your child in preparing for the English 
SATs

Tips:

• Support with the completion of homework
• Find the buzz words in any questions or tasks that they are sent home –

encourage them to highlight
• Read with your child regularly, then ask them questions using the question 

stems
• When reading with your child, discuss the use of punctuation: inverted 

commas to mark speech; the use of capital letters etc. (see the handout for 
SPaG terms) 

• Read aloud to your child whilst your child follows the text: listening is an 
important part of reading; it will help your child learn the importance of 
punctuation and reading with expression

Capital letters and sentence punctuation are key to success – remind your 
child when they complete any homework.





Thank you
for your support.
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