Still suspicious of the Broad Street pump-water, Snow next asked the General Register Office, the equivalent of a modern vital statistics bureau, for a list of deaths and causes for the preceding week. 

Snow:

“I requested permission, therefore, to take a list, at the General Register Office, of the deaths from cholera, registered during the week ending 2nd September, in the sub-districts of Golden Square, Berwick Street, and St. Ann's, Soho, which was kindly granted.

Eighty-nine deaths from cholera were registered, during the week, in the three subdistricts. Of these, only six occurred in the four first days of the week: four occurred on Thursday, the 31st August; and the remaining seventy-nine on Friday and Saturday.

I considered, therefore, that the outbreak commenced on the Thursday, and I made inquiry, in detail, respecting the eighty-three deaths registered as having taken place during the last three days of the week.

On proceeding to the spot, I found that nearly all the deaths had taken place within a short distance of the pump. There were only ten deaths in houses situated decidedly nearer to another street pump.”
